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2019 was a year of extreme variation. 

Our little library began the year in our beautifully renovated space. Our

longest-term employee, Margaret Smith, left on her well-deserved

retirement in April. Our idyllic summer saw the summer students again at

the local market, and families relaxing on the Library lawn. In the fall, our

Director took a leave of absence and the absence brought new

challenges. Everyone went through the crucible, and we are emerging as

a stronger, more organized, and collaborative group. 

All of our staff have had challenges this past year, and all have again

proved themselves as strong, courageous, and committed. We have a

phenomenal team that keep the Library operating smoothly, to quote

Eleanor Roosevelt “A woman is like a tea bag, you can’t tell how strong

she is until you put her in hot water”.

Christa Ford and Lauren Roach

2019 started with our staff and patrons settling into our newly renovated

space. 

A Children's Gardening Club was formed with the invaluable knowledge

of staff member Gillian Eames and you can see the fruits of their labours

elsewhere in this report. Rossland Reads, run by staff member Penny

Johnson, changed it's format to three debaters and one night with Dirk

Lewis as the victorious debater.

The monthy library book club, Books and Babies and our Children's

Librarian Lynn's visits to Strong Start all continued to delight and engage

the communtiy. 

The biggest growth area in the library, however, show how much our

community reads. While physical circulation has remained the same, e-

book circulation double in 2019 over 2018, meaning that on average,

Rosslanders read 12 books apiece last year. 

With close to 50,000 annual visits, the library is a busy place. 

Beverley Rintoul

Report from the Chair.

Report from the Library Director.



The Numbers.
Income (from all sources): $164,006

Visits to the library: 48,413

Circulation (physical): 35,141

Circulation (electronic): 11,222

Borrowed from other libraries: 2,235

Lent to other libraries: 1,124

Books in collection: 15,064

New books: 560

Public computer usage: 1,800

Pages printed: 15,000

Programme attendance: 2,380

Reference questions answered:  5,200

Meeting room bookings: 600 hours

Hours open: >2,000

Equivalent to full time staff: 2.25

 

 

 

Most borrowed book:

Kingdom of the Blind by Louise Penny

 

Most borrowed movie:

Game of Thrones, season four

Your Rossland Public Library card gives

you access to more than 11,000,000

items in libraries across BC.
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